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The Early Childhood and Elementary Education Division,
School of Continuing Education

The School of Continuing Education (SCE) has a vision for the development of professional training courses for local
practitioners in basic education. The Early Childhood and Elementary Education Division (ECEED) is the academic
arm of the School to foster the continuing professional development of quality teacher education programmes. The
School is the first higher education institute to offer early childhood education programme at the degree level and
was commissioned by the government to offer the Bachelor of Education (Honours) Programme to practicing primary
teachers in 1994. In view of the expanding need for quality training services in early childhood education, the ECEED
made a firm commitment to uplift the professionalism of early childhood educare practitioners.

The ECEED offers a range of academic programmes on a full-time or part-time basis to provide pre-service
and in-service training in basic education studies with qualifications awarded from certificate to postgraduate levels.
All programmes are offered with a core emphasis on the advancement of academic qualifications as well as teaching
skills for local early childhood and elementary education practitioners. With the continuous development of basic
education programmes and the increasing number of government-commissioned courses operated in recent years,
the ECEED has further affirmed its leading role and expertise in the provision and enhancement of early childhood
and elementary education training in the community.

The Programme

This Programme paves the way for secondary leavers to develop their careers in early childhood education. It aims to provide
students with high-quality learning and teaching in professional knowledge, skills, strategies and ethics that enable them to
excel in diverse early childhood education settings in Hong Kong. Graduates of the Programme will become reflective and
committed early childhood professionals of high calibre.

Award and Recognition

Academic Recognition
Students who have successfully completed the two-year Programme and fulfilled all @- ‘ Qualification Awarded

by HKBU

graduation requirements will be awarded the Higher Diploma in Early Childhood
Education by the Hong Kong Baptist University.

Professional Recognition

Graduates of the Programme are recognised by the Education Bureau (EDB) for the Certificate in Early Childhood Education
[C(ECE]] qualification. In addition, they are recognised by the Social Welfare Department (SWD) for registration as Child Care
Workers (CCW] and Child Care Supervisors (CCS).

Study Pathways

Apart from professional career paths, graduates may opt to further their studies. Graduates could apply for admission to
the senior year of bachelor's degree programmes in early childhood education or related disciplines offered by local tertiary
institutions.

Important Notice on Study Pathways

Following the Legislative Council's passage of the Post Secondary Colleges (Amendment) Bill 2025, there will be changes to the operation of the School
of Continuing Education. Some study pathways currently available to graduates of this programme may change. We are committed to supporting
students during this transition and will provide updates as more information becomes available.

Programme Structure

The Programme consists of 72 units.

Major Required Courses
- Professional Studies 15 units
- Curriculum in Early Childhood Education 21 units
- Practicum 6 units
Electives Courses 18 units

Generic Skills Courses 12 units

Total: 72 units




Mode of Study

Face-to-face mode will mainly be adopted to cater for the needs of the students and to encourage interaction between
lecturers and students. The process of re-thinking teaching beliefs and behaviour will further be facilitated through peer
interaction as well as stimuli afforded by the classroom environment, including pedagogical materials and teaching
strategies such as scaffolding and guided questions that provoke critical thinking and intellectual discussions in various
kindergarten classroom contexts.

In addition, practical sessions will be provided for students to apply the theoretical concepts acquired.

Medium of Instruction

The medium of instruction for formal classroom teaching is English, except for those courses that are granted exemption.

All practicum courses will be conducted in Cantonese in order to prepare students to work in local early childhood education
settings.

Campus Facilities and Learning Support for Students

e Libraries e Medical and dental services
e Recreation facilities e Counselling support
e Online course management system (Moodle)

Admission Requirements

e Level 2 in five HKDSE subjects® (including Chinese Language* and English Language); or

¢ Relevant and substantial work experience and/or prior qualification(s) obtained in or outside Hong Kong with
demonstrated ability to undertake sub-degree education; or

e Successful completion of the Diploma of Applied Education or equivalent; or
e Other equivalent qualifications to be assessed by the School; or
e Aged 21+ with acceptable qualifications to justify admission

*If one of the five HKDSE subjects is Citizenship and Social Development, the minimum entrance requirement would be "Attained” in this subject and Level
2 in four other HKDSE subjects (including Chinese Language* and English Language). Level 2 in Extended Part of Mathematics (Module 1 or Module 2] is
recognised as one of the five HKDSE subjects. Applicants can use Applied Learning subjects for admission purposes.

*"Attained” or above in Applied Learning Chinese (for non-Chinese speaking students] would be accepted as an alternative Chinese Language qualification.

Tuition Fee

For local students: HK$37,550* per semester [total four semesters]
For non-local students: HK$45,060* per semester [total four semesters]

* The tuition fee is subject to revision.

Financial Assistance

Local students can apply for Financial Assistance Scheme for Post-secondary Students (FASP) and Non-means-tested Loan
Scheme for Post-secondary Students (NLSPS) from the Student Finance Office (SFO) of the Working Family and Student
Financial Assistance Agency.




Application Procedures

Method 1:
2026 HKDSE candidates can apply for admission through E-APP (https://www.eapp.gov.hk].

Method 2:
Online application will be available for non-2026 HKDSE candidates (http://hkbusce.hk/apphdece).

Interviews

Shortlisted candidates will be invited to attend an interview between March to July 2026.

In-person application with on-site interviews will be arranged in July 2026. Please refer to our programme website at
hkbusce.hk/hdece for details.

Important Dates

Application Deadline Please visit our programme website for details.
Student Orientation Late August 2026
Course Commencement 1 September 2026 (Tue)

Enquiry OFy-d0]
TR 34114333 34114302 @ hkbusce.hk/hdece  [K] buhdece@hkbu.edu.hk

[x] k

The School reserves the right to cancel any programme, make alterations to programme title and/or content or change the programme
offering venue if circumstances warrant.
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